Mr. Lothrop Stoddard on Ancient
East and Modern  West

MR. LOTHROP STODDARD adopts in some respects another method
when he contrasts the East and the West. He contrasts the modern
West with the ancient East. In his recent book, The Clashing Tides
of Colouri he says, among other things, that "Few contrasts could
be sharper than the living conditions prevailing respectively in the
traditional East and in the modern Western world" (Stoddard, The
Clashing Tides of Colour^ p. 189). "Even the wealthiest Oriental of
olden times spent most of his money on Oriental luxuries like fine
raiment, jewels, women, horses, a palace, and a great retinue of
servants. But it is safe to say that the mightiest Eastern potentate
lived under domestic conditions which a self-respecting Detroit
factory worker would despise** (ibid., p. 189-90). He notes "the
utter contrast between the economic systems of the old East and
the modern West" (ibid,, p. 195). He says that "Life in the old
Orient was a gigantic lottery" which "westernization is eliminat-
ing" (ibid., p. 181); that the "East was virtually devoid of either
industry or business as we understand these terms to-day" (ibid.,
p. 182); that its "primitive economy rested on the principle of
status. The Western economic principles of contract and competi-
tion were virtually unknown" (ibid., p. 182); and that "Such
education as existed in the old Orient was of an incredibly formal
nature" (ibid., p. 184). Will most, if not all, of these contrasts be
any different as between the ancient and the modern West? Are
they really contrasts between the West and the East or between the
ancient and the modern, both in the East and the West ?
As a matter of fact, Mr, Stoddard himself admits as much when